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1 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of this document 

1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) has been prepared in respect of an 
application for a Development Consent Order (‘the Application’) under section 37 of 
the Planning Act 2008 (‘PA 2008’) for the proposed M54 to M6 Link Road (‘the 
Scheme’) made by Highways England Company Limited (‘Highways England’ or 
‘HE’) to the Secretary of State for Transport (‘Secretary of State’). 

1.1.2 This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere within 
the Application documents. All documents are available on the Planning 
Inspectorate website.   

1.1.3 This SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where 
agreement has been reached between the parties. SoCGs are an established 
means in the planning process of allowing all parties to identify and so focus on 
specific issues that may need to be addressed during the examination.  

1.2 Parties to this Statement of Common Ground 

1.2.1 This SoCG has been prepared by (1) Highways England as the Applicant and (2) 
Shropshire Council (SC). 

1.2.2 Highways England became the Government-owned Strategic Highways Company 
on 1 April 2015. It is the highway authority in England for the strategic road network 
and has the necessary powers and duties to operate, manage, maintain and 
enhance the network. Regulatory powers remain with the Secretary of State. The 
legislation establishing Highways England made provision for all legal rights and 
obligations of the Highways Agency, including in respect of the Application, to be 
conferred upon or assumed by Highways England. 

1.2.3 SC is an adjacent authority to the Scheme.  SC was formerly a host authority 
because there is a road sign along the M54 that was originally considered for 
replacement as part of the Scheme within the Order limits. The sign in question is a 
long way from the rest of the Order limits and no works are now proposed to the 
sign.    

1.2.4 Highways England requested on 29 May 2020 that the ExA allow the Applicant to 
change the Order limits to remove the area around the road sign along the M54 in 
the SC area.  This change has been accepted by the ExA. 

1.2.5 The ExA as part of the Rule 6 letter confirmed that it wished the Applicant to enter 
into a SoCG with the SC with this to be finalised by deadline 8.  SC has been 
consistently supportive of the Scheme and there are no areas of disagreement 
between the parties.  Highways England is grateful for SC’s support. 
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1.3 Terminology 

1.3.1 In Table 3.1 in the Issues chapter of this SoCG, ‘Not Agreed’ indicates a final 
position. ‘Under discussion’ indicates where issues will be the subject of ongoing 
discussion wherever possible to resolve, or refine, the extent of disagreement 
between the parties. ‘Agreed’ indicates where the issue has been resolved. 

1.3.2 It can be taken that any matters not specifically referred to in the Issues chapter of 
this SoCG are not of material interest or relevance to SC, and therefore have not 
been the subject of any discussions between the parties. As such, those matters 
can be read as agreed, only to the extent that they are either not of material interest 
or relevance to SC. 
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3 Issues 

3.1 Introduction and General Matters 

3.1.1 This chapter sets out the ‘issues’ which are agreed, not agreed, or are under 
discussion between SC and Highways England. 

3.1.2 The letter provided to Highways England by the Planning Inspectorate on the 20 
August 2020 under Section 88 of the Planning Act 2008 (as amended) and the 
Infrastructure Planning (Examination Procedure) Rules 2010 – Rule 6 (hereafter 
referred to as the ‘Rule 6 Letter’), sets out the issues for Highways England and the 
relevant parties to address in their SoCG. Specifically, Annex F sets out the parties 
that the Planning Inspectorate wants Highways England to produce a SoCG with 
and the issues that they want to see addressed. This bullet point list has been 
replicated below:  

1. The effect on transport and traffic 

2. The effect on landscape and visual 

3. The effect on socio-economics 

3.1.3 These issues are addressed in Table 3.1 in order, with an initial section on general 
principles. HE will continue to work with SC to resolve outstanding issues.  Although 
the Applicant does not anticipate any further issues being raised, if they are these 
will be incorporated into subsequent versions of this SoCG. 

3.2 Relevant Issues related to Application Documentation 

3.2.1 Table 3.1 shows those matters which have been agreed or yet to be agreed by the 
parties. 








